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Introduction
The geopolitical situation in the world is changing and these changes affect Latvia both directly and indirectly. On September 24, 2020, the Saeima of the Republic of
Latvia approved the National Defence Concept (Valsts aizsardzības koncepcija, 2020), which envisages comprehensive public involvement in the defence of the
country in crisis situations. This means that the goal of Comprehensive national defence will be achievable if the Latvian society is ready to defend their country in
every way. Compulsory military service in Latvia was abolished in 2006 because there was a position in Europe that it was not necessary. Now a much more modern
way would be not to restore compulsory service, but to provide knowledge in a more modern way, involving the public in formal, non-formal military and civic
education, with a special focus on patriotic upbringing (Valsts aizsardzības koncepcija, 2020; Valsts aizsardzības mācība skolās ..., 2021).

Objectives
The aim of the research is to analyse the content of the curriculum of the subject National Defence Training from the point of view of curricular didactics, civic
education and patriotic upbringing.

Materials and methods
In order to justify the introduction of National Defence Training in Latvian schools as a topicality of modern education, theoretical research method was applied:
• study
• analysis
• evaluation of scientific literature and normative documents.

Results
Based on the results of studies conducted in several countries (Finland, Israel, Singapore, Switzerland), four basic dimensions of the concept of comprehensive national
defence have been defined: military, informational, psychological and civilian. All these dimensions have been included in the content of National
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The scientific publications of various authors emphasize the importance of civic education and the development of a
corresponding methodology, with special reference to the content of civic education.
International research has revealed the importance of civic education in the pedagogical process of schools. There are
significant differences in the assessment of young people's civic competences in schools. Pupils' knowledge of: 1) public
participation in politics, national defense, 2) participation and involvement in public activities, incl. school activities have a
positive effect on the formation of civic consciousness. Researchers from other countries have come to the conclusion in
their research that in order to promote the involvement of young people in national defense, it is necessary to be aware of
the importance of civic education and offer its well-thought-out content.
The research shows that a number of thematic directions can be
identified in the content of citizenship education: 1) citizenship
education based on the transfer of knowledge to students about
the history, geography and policy of the state; 2) citizenship
education, which encourages and motivates practical participation
in school and public activities; 3) unified citizenship education,
which contains the two previous directions, with the aim of
providing all opportunities for students to develop their
competencies, to form attitudes based on values, by actively
fulfilling the duties of an individual and citizen both while studying
at school and in the future as an adult. It has been ascertained in
the research that this third guideline or direction would be
desirable for the implementation of citizenship education in the
broadest sense of the concept.

Conclusions
1.The participation of young people in national defense should
be promoted by introducing a new subject National Defense
Studies in schools, as well as work with the Youth Guard should
be continued, which could be a new shift for the National Guard
and professional soldiers in the National Armed Forces of the
Republic of Latvia.
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